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It appears to me that the above offers a very imperfect
explanation of the normal condition of the lungs and
diaphragm, inasmuch as no allusion is made to the me-
chanical action of the pulmonary and thoracic (including the
diaphragmatic).pleurae. The lungs cannot collapse in their
normal state, because the pulmonary pleurse are unable
to recede from the thoracic and diaphragmatic pleurse, and
the diaphragm cannot become lax for a similar reason, just
on the principle that a piece of wet leather, pressed tightly
on a heavy weight, can raise the latter from the ground.
In a case of congenital deficiency of the diaphragm, re-

ported by Mr. H. St. C. Carruthers in THE LANCET, p. 503,
where the child lived more than ten days, it was observed
that, when first born, it breathed heavily, and so continued
to do until death. A post-mortem examination revealed
both lungs pushed upwards and backwards ; the diaphragm
was entirely wanting on the left side at the back, and the
chest cavity was filled by a mass of intestines, stated to be
the cause of the collapsed condition of the lungs; whereas,
in fact, the collapse of the lungs was the cause of the
position of the intestines.

I remain, Sir, yours truly,
RICHARD NEALE, M.D. Lond.

Boundary-road, South Hampstead, Oct. 1879.
RICHARD NEALE, M.D. Lond.

THE TREATMENT OF DYSENTERY BY
RECTAL INJECTIONS.

W. G. KING, M.B., Surgeon I.M.D.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In your issue of Oct. 14th Dr. Houghton expresses

a wish that the treatment of dysentery by bismuth injec-
tions, as recommended by him, should undergo a trial in a
tropical country. I have pleasure in offering a confirmatory
experience of that gentleman’s estimation of this remedy
under the desired circumstance.
In the course of large public practice in India, I have con-

stantly had recourse to the exhibition of the subnitrate of
bismuth, in cases of dysentery, both by the mouth and rectum.
Its use by the mouth is by no means novel, the rationale of
its action being the mechanical covering of the inflamed and
ulcerated mucous membrane by a non-irritating and pro-
tecting film. Remembering that in a large proportion of
cases the dysenteric mischief is situated in the lower part of
the colon and rectum, I have always regarded an attempt to
effect local treatment a matter of importance. In such cases
benefit ensues as a result of directly curative measures ; but
even when an incorrect diagnosis of the chief site has been
made-the actual position being higher up,-the effort to
soothe the mucous membrane of the rectum, and allay
spasm of the sphincter ani, amply repays the attempt by
tending to the production of the sine qud non of rest for
the diseased bowel and the patients generally. The
attainment of this object is, I think, frequently much
assisted by the action of bismuth used per rectum. Al-
though I have given this remedy as an injection, simply
suspended in mucilage in the case of children (or in adults
where opium in some form was being administered by the
mouth), my usual plan has been to combine forty grains
with half a drachm of tincture of opium, and, if intolerance
of ipecacuanha by the mouth was encountered, also adding
two scruples of that drug. In whichever form it was pre-
scribed, I generally directed the bowel to be washed out in
as gentle a manner as possible with lukewarm water, the
object being to simulate the soothing process of fomenta-
tion ; to procure, for contact with the drugs, a clean surface;
and, finally, to diminish the chance of loss of injection by
overcoming beforehand the spasm produced on the first
introduction of the tube. Meddling with the rectum
in this manner may seem opposed to the object of
rest by unnecessary manipulation creating spasm, but
I am convinced no injurious effect is caused. Far from this
being the case, careful cleansing proves of the greatest utility
by removing mucous and irritating secretions which, by their
preserrce, excite tenesmus, a result analogous to the cessa.
tion of pain which may be witnessed after removal of a plug
of tenacious mucus from the os uteri in cases of chronic
metritis. Indeed, hydropathic (!) treatment of dysentery is
by no means to be despised ; I have seen a severe case of the
acute form effectually checked by the use of the warm bath,
fomentations to the abdomen, and copious warm water injec-
tions per rectum, without the use of any medicine. Two

ounces of fluid, as used by Dr. Houghton, seems a somewhat
smaller amount than usually desirable. As I regard the
action of bismuth as merely mechanical, I attempt to give it
in larger proportion-four to five ounces,-so that the pro-
tecting film may be well scattered over the rectal mucous
surface. This amount, if the precaution of cleansing the
rectum is attended to, is, as a rule, fairly well retained.

I may also mention I have found the soothing influence
of a bismuth and opium injection beneficial after the em-
ployment of injections of nitrate of silver. In all cases,
however, treatment by this method has been undertaken,
as with Dr. Houghton, as merely subsidiary to the use of
ipecacuanha by the mouth, if practicable. In the treatment
of endless cases of famine diarrhoea and dysentery encoun-
tered during the late wretched famine in Southern India,
the use of bismuth in ten-grain or scruple doses, combined
with compound ipecacuanha powder proved, after an honest
trial of every feasible method, to be the most reliable treat-
ment. Given at a time when it is calculated the intestine
is fairly quit of food substances, this combination at once
soothes the frail atrophied mucous membrane, and affords
a film which protects its surface from the action of changed
and irritating secretions. 
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Believe me to be, Sir, yours faithfully,
W. G. KING, M.B., Surgeon I.M.D.

Killcott, Godalming, October 8th, 1879.

STAPHYLORAPHY.

JOHN DUNCAN.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Mr. Thomas Smith criticises my communication on

Staphyloraphy, and refers me to a paper published by him
in the St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Reports for 1871. It
will not much interest your readers to ascertain which of us
first conceived the idea ; but seeing that Mr. Smith states
that in more than a hundred operations he has divided the
mucous membrane as it passes to the nose, I willingly yield
him priority in practice. I believe that valuable matter is
occasionally buried in Hospital Reports, but I had not studied
Mr. Smith’s paper in its original shape when I penned my
communication. The abstracts and statements of his views
which I did consult made no mention of this procedure. I
am not astonished at this now that I have consulted the
original. May I venture to point out to Mr. Smith that
what he calls an " exact description " of the modifications
I propose is, as such, simply unintelligible ; that a supple.
mentary suture is not identical with a button suture ; and
that my "gloomy view" of the prognosis in staphyloraphy
is fully borne out by the statistics of his operations, for out
of twenty-five cases only nine were completely successful at
the first attempt. 

I am, Sir, &c.,I am, Sir, &c.,
Ainslie-place, Edinburgh, Oct. 14th, 1879. JOHN DUNCAN.

BIRKENHEAD.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THIS town, which has lately acquired some undesired

notoriety through the Tranmere baby-farming case, has now
unfortunately been made the site of the operations of an
extraordinary female charlatan, who has already made a
more or less prolonged stay at Warrington, St. Helens, and
other Lancashire towns. She has put up at one of the

largest hotels in the locality; she keeps many horses and
servants, and travels in a vehicle decorated like a circus
car, and is always accompanied by a brass band. Her
method of procedure is to drive out to a large plot of un-
occupied land adjoining the General Post Office, where her
carriage is brought to a stand, and she presents herself to
the admiring gaze of the multitude in an oriental costume,
brilliant with colour and spangles. After a musical over-
ture by way of introduction and to attract a crowd, the
woman’s male colleague announces that operations will now
be performed gratuitously, and she steps forward and draws
teeth for as many candidates as present themselves. This
she does with such dexterity as to impress the simple with
a sense of her powers, and occasionally she is asked to
remove a wen or open an abscess, which of course she is
equal to, with the assistance of the band to drown the


